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TAGS: PINS, SHUM, SF 

SUB J : UNIVERSITY OF DURBAN-WESTVILLE STUDENTS BOYCOTTING 
CLASSES 

1 . STUDENTS AT THE (INDIAN) UNIVERSITY OF DURBAN-WESTVILLE 
HAVE BEGUN WEEK-LONG BOYCOTT OF CLASSES TO EXPRESS "SOLIDARITY 
WITH THE STUDENTS OF SOWETO" IN THEIR FIGHT AGAINST THE 
"FORCED USE OF AFRIKAANS." BOYCOTT WAS PRECEDED BY A MEETING 
OF APPROXIMATELY 1500 STUDENTS AT WHICH STUDENT LEADERS 
EXPLAINED THAT THEY WANTED TO EXPRESS THEIR "TOTAL REPUGNANCE 
AT THE BRUTAL HANDLING OF A PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATION BY HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS" IN SOWETO. TWO UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS ATTEMPTED 
TO ADDRESS THE MEETING BUT WERE PELTED WITH EGGS, BOTTLES AND 
SOFT DRINK CANS. UNIVERSITY SPOKESMAN CLAIMS PROTESTERS HAVE 
FORCIBLY PREVENTED SOME STUDENTS FROM ATTENDING CLASSES AND 
CAUSED MISCELLANEOUS DAMAGE TO UNIVERSITY PROPERTY. STUDENT 
LEADERS HAVE DENIED BOTH ALLEGATIONS. BUT POST IS INFORMED 
BY LECTURER AT UNIVERSITY THAT STUDENTS WISHING TO ATTEND 
CLASSES HAD BEEN INTIMIDATED AND, DURING FIRST TWO DAYS OF 
BOYCOTT, SOME PROTESTERS ENTERED CLASSROOMS AND "URGED" 
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2. UNIVERSITY AUTHORITIES HAVE UNOFFICIALLY CANCELLED CLASSES 
FOR DURATION OF BOYCOTT; ACADEMIC STAFF IS IN ATTENDANCE BUT 
NOT ATTEMPTING TO LECTURE. UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION IS 
ATTEMPTING TO PLAY DOWN PROTEST AND HAS LIMITED POLICE 
PRESENCE ON CAMPUS. POLICE. HOWEVER, HAVE REACTED BY CON 
DUCTING EARLY MORNING SERIES OF ARRESTS OF STUDENT LEADERS 
AUGUST 12. NAMES OF INDIVIDUALS ARRESTED HAVE YET TO BE 
ANNOUNCED BUT REPORTEDLY INCLUDE SON OF RECENTLY BANNED 
INDIAN LEADER FATIMA MEER. 
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